
 

 
 

Environment and Heritage   

Design and Construction Standard 

 
Record Number: R0000392685 

Version Number: 2.0 

Date: September 2016 

 



 

Page 1 of 49 

 

 

Authorisations 

Action Name and title Date 

Prepared by Dr Josie Kelman – Enviro-dynamics Pty Ltd Dec 2015 

Reviewed by Ed Parker - Principal Environment and Sustainability Advisor Jan 2016 

Authorised by Chris Arnold – HSCTC Group Leader Feb 2016 

Review cycle  2.5 Years 

Document control 

Date Version Description Author Approved 
by 

15/02/2016 1 Original Version Dr Josie Kelman Chris Arnold 

30/09/2016 2 Refer to Record of revisions Frank Pontes Chris Arnold 

     

     

Record of revisions 
 

Section number Details 

1 and 2 Updated nomenclature to include Commercial and Industrial subdivisions 

  

  

 Responsibilities 
This document is the responsibility of the HSEQ Team, Tasmanian Networks Pty Ltd, 
ABN 24 167 357 299 (hereafter referred to as "TasNetworks"). 

Please contact the HSEQ Team with any queries or suggestions. 

 Implementation  All TasNetworks staff and contractors. 

 Compliance  All group managers. 

© Tasmanian Networks Pty Ltd 2015 

 

 



 

Page 2 of 49 

 

 

Table of Contents 
Authorisations ...................................................................................................................................... 1 

Document control ................................................................................................................................ 1 

Record of revisions ............................................................................................................................... 1 

Responsibilities .................................................................................................................................... 1 

1 Purpose............................................................................................................................................. 4 

2 Scope ................................................................................................................................................ 4 

3 Standard objectives .......................................................................................................................... 4 

4 General ............................................................................................................................................. 4 

5 Responsibilities ................................................................................................................................. 4 

6 Key Pieces of Legislation .................................................................................................................. 5 

7 Environmental documentation ........................................................................................................ 6 

8 Methodology for Environment and Heritage Assessments ............................................................. 6 

8.1 Requirements ......................................................................................................................... 6 

8.2 Desktop Assessment questions for adequate site description: ............................................ 7 

8.3 Environmental Impact Assessments ...................................................................................... 9 

8.4 Requirements for an environmental management plan ....................................................... 9 

Appendix I: ......................................................................................................................................... 10 

Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 ..................................................... 10 

Noise 11 

Controlled Waste ................................................................................................................. 11 

Water Quality Management Act 1997 ......................................................................................... 11 

Forest Practices Act 1985 ............................................................................................................. 11 

Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995 and Aboriginal Relics Act 1975 ............................................ 12 

8.5 Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 ........................................................................ 12 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 ............................................... 13 

Nature Conservation Act 2002 ..................................................................................................... 13 

Threatened Species Act 1995 ....................................................................................................... 13 

Weed Management Act 1999 ...................................................................................................... 13 

Crown Lands Act 1976 .................................................................................................................. 14 

National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002 .................................................................. 14 

Wellington Park Act 1999 ............................................................................................................. 14 

Appendix II: ........................................................................................................................................ 15 

9 Appendix III: ................................................................................................................................... 27 



Environment and Heritage – Design and Construction Standard  

Page 3 of 49 

 

   



Environment and Heritage – Design and Construction Standard  

Page 4 of 49 

 

1 Purpose 
The purpose of this standard is to define the environmental requirements for design and 
construction in Underground Developments (UD). The standard describes TasNetworks’ 
expectations and requirements in relation to environmental due diligence in design and 
construction for UD Subdivisions, as reflected through its legislative and regulatory obligations and 
strategic plans.  

2 Scope 
This document covers the environmental requirements for Developers and/or Accredited Electrical 
Constructors of Underground Developments in the design and construction of infrastructure. 

3 Standard objectives 
The environmental management standard objectives focus on:  

a) Zero Harm is the guiding principal for TasNetworks and is the primary objective of this 
standard. This can be achieved by minimising our effects on the environment by considering 
potential for impact on natural and cultural values in both design and construction phases of 
any new development or change in the footprint of a development.  

b) Achieving Environmental Due Diligence through a rigorous documentation process. 
c) Careful planning and site selection to avoid any risk of environmental harm through spillage of 

hazardous substances from assets and where risk exist, additional prevention measures are 
integrated into design and construction.  

d) Prevention of erosion and sedimentation in waterways and amelioration measures where 
required. 

e) Identification of Natural Values in design phases to ensure compliance and reduce risk of harm 
and amelioration measures where required. 

f) Identification of Aboriginal and Cultural Heritage at the design phase and careful mitigation 
measures to ensure the content and value of heritage is maintained if and where required.   

g) Mitigation to be implemented in accordance with the hierarchy of control. That is, elimination 
of the risk through the design process is always preferable. 

4 General 
The nature and extent of environmental effects will differ according to the type and scale of 
community infrastructure, whether it is linear or located on a single site, the surrounding land uses 
and the sensitivity or hazardous nature of the natural environment. The extent and complexity of 
the environmental assessment will also vary in response. This standard provides a minimum 
requirement and does not comprehensively address all potential options.  

5 Responsibilities 
It is the responsibility of the Developer and the Accredited Electrical Constructors to ensure that 
environmental due diligence is followed and all reasonable efforts are made to minimise impacts 
to the environment.  
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6 Key Pieces of Legislation  
There are a number of key pieces of environmental legislation which may affect infrastructure 
development and will need to be considered in design and construction. Refer to Appendix I for 
more information. This information is provided as a guide and should not be taken as legal advice, 
nor should it be considered to be entirely comprehensive. It is assumed that all proper and 
appropriate approvals will be acquired by the Developer.  

The following legislation must be considered in any electrical infrastructure development: 

*more detail in APPENDIX 1 

Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994  

Water Quality Management Act 1997 

Forest Practices Act 1985 

Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995 and Aboriginal Relics Act 1975 

Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993  

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

Nature Conservation Act 2002 

Threatened Species Act 1995 

Weed Management Act 1999 

Crown Lands Act 1976 

National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002 

Wellington Park Act 1999 
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7 Environmental documentation 
It is important to be able to demonstrate environmental due diligence. This requires adequate 
investigation in to the presence of environmental and heritage considerations. It also requires 
clear documentation of the investigation process and any environmental considerations that are 
incorporated into design or control mechanisms developed for the construction phase.  

8 Methodology for Environment and Heritage 
Assessments 

The following section outlines the requirements on any assessment of a site’s natural and heritage 
Values. This must be considered at the design phase to allow for minimisation of environmental 
disturbance. A site description must include an Environment and Heritage Assessment. The 
Environment and Heritage Assessment must provide information and evidence of the process of 
site description and where the information was sourced to develop a comprehensive site 
description.  For example an assessment of the natural values such as threatened species and 
communities would need to be evidenced by an accompanying Natural Values Report from the 
DPIPWE website.  

Tools for making desktop site assessment are:   

The Land Information System Tasmania (LIST) Map available at: 
http://maps.thelist.tas.gov.au/listmap/app/list/map; 

The Natural Values Atlas (NVA and associated reports available at: 
https://www.naturalvaluesatlas.tas.gov.au/#HomePage;  

Aboriginal Heritage Tasmanian (AHT) Desktop Assessment form available at: 
http://www.aboriginalheritage.tas.gov.au/forms-and-documents; 

The Tasmanian Heritage Register. (THR) available at: http://www.heritage.tas.gov.au/thr.html; 

 

8.1 Requirements 

The following series of questions are mandatory considerations to be included in the site 
description. Responses to the questions will support the decision of whether an on-ground 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is required. If the answer is yes to any of the following 
questions an on-ground EIA will be required unless the risk can be fully mitigated through the 
effective implementation of simple control measures. For example, altering the design to avoid 
clearing vegetation (elimination).  In order to follow due diligence, evidence of how the decision 
was reached is required. A template of a site description is available in Appendix II which can form 
the basis of this. 

In an instance where an EIA is required it must be undertaken by an appropriately qualified 
individual. To ensure best practice in the assessment of natural values the DPIPWE Guidelines for 
Natural Values Surveys - Terrestrial Development Proposals should be followed 
(http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/Guidelines-for-Natural-Values-Assessments.pdf). 

 

 

 

http://maps.thelist.tas.gov.au/listmap/app/list/map
https://www.naturalvaluesatlas.tas.gov.au/#HomePage
http://www.aboriginalheritage.tas.gov.au/forms-and-documents
http://www.heritage.tas.gov.au/thr.html
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/Guidelines-for-Natural-Values-Assessments.pdf
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Figure 8-1 Process for Environmental and Heritage Assessments 

 

8.2 Desktop Assessment questions for adequate site description: 

1 Land tenure and reservation status 

Is the proposed work area located in any protected area -  including any Crown Land be it 
National Park, Nature Reserve or Conservation Area; Commonwealth Land (Airport, 
Defence); Private Conservation Reserve; World Heritage Area; RAMSAR Wetland; Council 
bushland reserve or DIER Roadside Conservation Site?  

Decision support tool – NVA and/or LIST Map 

2 Erosion and sediment control 

Is the work area steeply sloped or highly erodible? Steeply sloped is defined as >20% (1m 
rise in 5m) 

Does the work involve extensive disturbance of the ground? Extensive disturbance is defined 
as a total of more than 500m2 

Are there any potential erosion or sediment control risks associated with the proposed work 
activity (e.g. excavation, trenching, clearing to bare ground)?  

Does the work require soil disturbance within an area that has potential or known Acid 
Sulphate Soils? 

Decision support tool – LIST Map and Geotechnical assessment associated with 
development 

Reserves 
Present- this includes all 

types of reserves and 
crownlands 

Seek written 
permission/permit 
from land owner 

Water 

Flora & fauna 

Biosecurity Yes - risk identified EIA on-ground survey  
required 

Risk confirmed by  EIA 
Environmental 

Management plan 
required 

Heritage yes - risk identified 
Heritage  on-ground 

survey required 
Risk confirmed 

Survey report, statement of 
significance and recommendations 

(permit may be required) 

Soils 

Other risk 

yes - risk identified 
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3 Water quality consideration  

Does the work involve excavation / boring within 50m of a river, creek, lake, watercourse 
etc.? 

Will accessing the site require heavy machinery to cross watercourses? 

Does the work involve installing new oil filled equipment within 50m uphill of a river, creek, 
lake, watercourse etc., or within a flood zone? 

Does the work occur less than 10m above sea level?   

Decision support tool – LIST Map and/or 1:25,000 topographic map 

4 Biosecurity 

Are there any known plant or animal disease sites e.g. root rot (Phytopthora cinnamomi) 
within 50m of the proposed work area? 

Are there any known priority weed sites within 50m of the proposed work area?  

Decision support tool – NVA 

5 Vegetation and threatened species 

Will the work involve clearing >100 tonnes, or more than 1 ha of land in any one area? 100 
tonnes is equivalent to approximately 20 mature trees or 100 small trees. 1 ha is 10,000 m2 
(12m easement x 830m long) 

Are there any known threatened plants or vegetation communities within 100m of the 
proposed work area? 

Are there any known threatened animals within 100m of the proposed work area? 

Decision support tool – NVA 

6 Indigenous and non-indigenous heritage  

Are there any known or potential Aboriginal sites in or near the work area? 

Higher potential areas for the presence of Aboriginal heritage include but are not limited to 
the following: 

- Lake foreshores and wetland areas 

- Shorelines and esplanades 

- Sand sheets or bodies, including sand dunes 

- Karst areas and where caves are likely 

- Coastal areas 

- Estuaries 

- Declared Ramsar wetland area 

- Silcrete outcrops, spongelite or chert sources 

Decision support tool – AHT Desktop Assessment Results, LIST Map and/or 1:25,000 
topographic map 

Will any known or potential European / colonial heritage sites (e.g. trees, buildings, walls 
etc.) in or near the work area? 

Decision support tool – THR and LIST Map 
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7 Other environmental considerations 

Are there any other environmental considerations? 

- Impact on visual qualities 

- Contaminated land 

- Noise impact 

- Disposal of hazardous waste 

- Potential for PCB contamination 

- Organic farms, quarantine areas 

- Other 

Decision support tool – THR and LIST Map 

8.3 Environmental Impact Assessments  

In an instance where an EIA is required it must be undertaken by an appropriately qualified 
individual. To ensure best practice in the assessment of natural values the DPIPWE Guidelines for 
Natural Values Surveys - Terrestrial Development Proposals should be followed 
(http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/Guidelines-for-Natural-Values-Assessments.pdf). The 
Developer must also be aware that individual councils and planning schemes have varying 
requirements and that these need to be met.  

The EIA should include on-ground survey and assessment of the development footprint which will 
include those areas where the infrastructure will be directly located, as well as other associated 
developments such as access roads and tracks. It will also include those areas that are likely to 
experience off-site impacts. The development footprint will need to be well defined by the 
Developer in order for the assessor/consultant to accurately determine the extent of potential 
impacts.  If it is determined that natural values are likely to be impacted within the development 
footprint, then the surrounding areas should also be surveyed in order to identify the nature and 
extent of those values in the local area.  

The EIA must include an assessment of the potential environmental impacts or threats to the 
values. This assessment should consider the likely impact at a range of scales i.e. the Local impact, 
the Regional, the State and the National level. This information can then be used to develop an 
Environmental Management Plan if impacts are identified that will require mitigation.   

8.4 Requirements for an environmental management plan 

An environmental management plan (EMP) must: 

 Adequately describe the environment - this includes a description of the physical 
environment, the climate, topography, any sensitive areas, rivers, waterways & wetlands, 
the vegetation community, plant species (with particular note of threatened species), 
threatened fauna and habitat, weeds. Air quality and noise may be included depending on 
the characteristics of the planned development. Cultural and Aboriginal Heritage should 
also be included in the site description information. 

 Identify potential impacts –this process is informed by the Environment Impact Assessment 
and will incorporate impacts on both Natural and Heritage values and a risk assessment of 
both the consequences of occurrence and the likelihood of occurrence of each impact.  

 Provide recommendation to mitigate impacts 

http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/Guidelines-for-Natural-Values-Assessments.pdf
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Appendix I: 

Explanation of the links between design and construction of 
electrical infrastructure and environmental and heritage 
legislation 

Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 

The design must ensure ‘best practice environmental management’ under this Act to achieve an 
ongoing minimization of the activity's environmental harm through cost-effective measures 
assessed against the current international and national standards applicable to the activity.  

In determining the best practice environmental management of an activity, regard must be had to 
the strategic planning by the person carrying out, or proposing to carry out the activity. For 
example, in siting a Kiosk a person must take into consideration the risk of Environmental harm. 

“Environmental harm” is any adverse effect on the environment (of whatever degree or duration) 
and includes an environmental nuisance.  For example this applies to the oil-spill risk, PG54 and 
noise emissions. 

Environmental audits can also occur under the Act. Relevant to the design component is that 
audits must consider the ability of management systems to adequately manage waste and control 
pollution, and the adequacy of safeguards in place to prevent their occurrence or limit their 
impact on the environment. 

A General environmental duty is also prescribed in the Act: 

(1) A person must take such steps as are practicable or reasonable to prevent or minimise 
environmental harm or environmental nuisance caused, or likely to be caused, by an activity 
conducted by that person. 

(2) In determining whether a person has complied with the general environmental duty, 
regard must be had to all the circumstances of the conduct of the activity, including but not 
limited to: 

(a) the nature of the harm or nuisance or likely harm or nuisance; and 

(b) the sensitivity of the environment into which a pollutant is discharged 

(c) the current state of technical knowledge for the activity; and 

(d) the likelihood and degree of success in preventing or minimising the harm or nuisance 
of each of the measures that might be taken; and 

(e) the financial implications of taking each of those measures. 

A person must not deposit a pollutant, or cause or allow a pollutant to be deposited, in a place or 
position where it could reasonably be expected to cause serious environmental harm. This falls 
into the site selection process in design.   
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Noise  

Noise regulations are also covered under the regulations for this Act and the Environment 
Protection Policy (Noise) 2009. An environmental nuisance by the emission of noise is an offence if 
it is taken to unreasonably interfere with a person’s enjoyment of the environment, having regard 
to its volume, intensity or duration, the time, place and other circumstances in which it is emitted; 

Controlled Waste 

Controlled waste is covered by Environmental Management and Pollution Control (Waste 
Management) Regulations 2010. Controlled waste is the most hazardous category of waste and 
includes those wastes that exhibit toxicity, chemical or biological reactivity, environmental 
persistence, or the ability to bio-accumulate or enter the food chain. These wastes may be 
produced in a gaseous, liquid or solid state. 

Production, storage and treatment of controlled waste 

(1) A person must not cause or permit a controlled waste to be produced, received, stored, 
reused, recycled, reprocessed, salvaged, incinerated, treated, disposed of, or used for energy 
recovery, in such a manner that it is reasonably likely that the controlled waste will – 

(a) leak, spill or escape into the environment; or 

(b) cause serious environmental harm, material environmental harm or environmental nuisance. 

Water Quality Management Act 1997 

The relevant objective of Water Quality Management Act:  To ensure that diffuse source and point 
source pollution does not prejudice the achievement of water quality objectives and that 
pollutants discharged to waterways are reduced as far as is reasonable and practical by the use of 
best practice environmental management. This clearly links with the Environmental Management 
and Pollution Control Act and the requirement to avoid environmental harm. 

Forest Practices Act 1985 

This covers clearing trees (for any purpose) and clearing and converting threatened native 
vegetation communities. In particular if more than 1 hectare requires clearing or more than 100 
tonnes of timber is to be removed then a Forest Practices Plan (FPP) is required. So if 
infrastructure requires clearing covering more than 100 tonnes of timber or an area greater than 1 
ha a FPP would be required. Threatened communities are covered under the Nature Conservation 
Act. A Forest Practices Plan cannot be issued for the ‘clearance and conversion’ of a threatened 
native vegetation community (listed under Schedule 3A of the Nature Conservation Act 2002) 
unless there are exceptional circumstances, 

- the clearing and conversion will have an “overall environmental benefit” or will not 
detract from conservation of the vegetation community 

- or conservation values in the vicinity of the vegetation community. 

 

Forest Practices Regulations 2007 prescribe when Forest Practices Plans are not required and the 
fees attached to FPPs.  
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Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995 and Aboriginal Relics Act 1975 

Covers areas and places registered on the Cultural Heritage Register under this Act. It does not 
cover Aboriginal Heritage. Aboriginal Heritage is covered by the Aboriginal Relics Act 1975. The 
Aboriginal Relics Act covers protection of a relic ‘on or in’ any land and is administered by the 
Aboriginal Relics Advisory Council. It is considered to be outdated and is currently under review. 
Under the Aboriginal Relics Act 1975, an Aboriginal heritage site is referred to as a 'relic', and 
defined as: 

a. any artefact, painting, carving, engraving, arrangement of stones, midden, or other 
object made or created by any of the original inhabitants of Australia or the descendants of 
any such inhabitants; 

b. any object, site, or place that bears signs of the activities of any such original inhabitants 
or their descendants; or 

c. the remains of the body of such an original inhabitant or of a descendant of such an 
inhabitant who died before the year 1876 that are not interred in : 

i. any land that is or has been held, set aside, reserved, or used for the purposes of 
a burial ground or cemetery pursuant to any Act, deed, or other instrument; or 

ii. a marked grave in any other land. 

The Act provides specific protection for Aboriginal relics by establishing offences of harm. Harm is 
defined to mean destroying, damaging, defacing, concealing or interfering with a relic, moving a 
relic from the land or selling a relic. 

This act would be triggered if a development occurred on a protected site or if any relicts were 
disturbed and or discovered. A request for information on a site can be made by contacting 
Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania who can undertake a desktop assessment and indicate whether an 
Aboriginal heritage Assessment will be required.  

8.5 Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993  

Regulates land use and development in Tasmania through the Planning Schemes, planning 
assessment processes and a permit system. Planning schemes regulate the use, development, 
protection or conservation of land throughout Tasmania. Every council has a duty to observe and 
enforce its planning scheme under the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 (LUPAA). The 
planning scheme is binding on all members of the community, State Government agencies and 
public authorities (unless specifically excepted). Planning schemes can also cover Aboriginal 
Heritage conservation.  

Most planning schemes specifically regulate land clearing and require a Natural Values Assessment 
for all land clearance, other councils only require assessments for areas greater than 1 ha but this 
is variable across the State. This also ties into the Forest Practice Planning system as mentioned 
above. It is essential to refer to the local Planning Scheme and ensure that all appropriate 
development approvals have been sort and approved. In terms of the infrastructure design this 
relates to site selection. It is best to base site selection on avoidance of vegetation particularly 
known threatened communities under both state and federal legislation. Broadly speaking LUPAA 
aims to meet the objectives of the Resource Management and Planning System. The objectives of 
the Resource Management and Planning System are: 

(a) To promote sustainable development and to maintain ecological processes and genetic 
diversity 
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(b) To provide for the fair, orderly and sustainable use and development of air, land and 
water 

(c) To encourage public involvement in resource management and planning 

(d) To facilitate economic development in accordance with these objectives 

(e) To promote the sharing of responsibility for resource management and planning 
between the different spheres of government, the community and industry in the state. 

This links also in with the State Nature Conservation Act 2002, Threatened Species Act 1995 and 
the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.  

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC) is the Australian 
Government’s central piece of environmental legislation. It provides a legal framework to protect 
and manage nationally and internationally important flora, fauna, ecological communities and 
heritage places world heritage properties.  

Any activity (such as new developments or an expansion of an existing development) which is 
likely to have a ‘significant’ impact on a nationally threatened species or ecological community, 
world heritage or national heritage must be referred to the federal Environment Minister. This Act 
will apply to any development that affects nationally listed threatened communities or species or 
those that occur in a world or national heritage area. The Act also covers environmental offsets 
against any negotiated permitted taking of species under EPBC Act environmental offsets policy. It 
is important to consider this in site selection as avoidance of harm can reduce initial and ongoing 
costs and obligations.  

Nature Conservation Act 2002 

The nature Conservation Act regulates the conservation and protection of flora, fauna and 
geological diversity within Tasmania; classifies reserved lands in Tasmania and establishes values & 
objectives for each reserve class and provides for conservation covenants and reservation of 
private lands. In relevance to any development requiring land clearance this Act lists all threatened 
communities and provides for their protection. Similarly this also prescribes the management 
prescriptions for protected areas under the different classifications of protection. This Act requires 
consideration in the design site selection process to minimise impact on threatened species and 
habitat. By running a Natural Values Atlas Report known threatened species and communities can 
be identified in the design stage. 

Threatened Species Act 1995 

This Threatened Species Act protects the State’s Listed Threatened Flora and Fauna species and 
critical habitat, which are named in the Schedules of this Act. This Act will apply to any 
development that affects State listed threatened communities or species including permit 
requirements.  

Weed Management Act 1999 

The Weed Management Act covers all Declared Weeds – both their introduction and 
management. The objectives of the Act are to: 

(a) minimise negative effects of weeds on the sustainability of Tasmania's productive 
capacity and natural ecosystems; and  

https://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/protect/heritage.html
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(b) promote a strategic and sustainable approach to weed management; and 
(c) encourage community involvement in weed management; and 
(d) promote the sharing of responsibility for weed management between government, 
natural resource managers, the community and industry in Tasmania.  

This is most relevant to construction however key issues may be pre-emptively identified in the 
site selection phase by running a Natural Values Atlas Report which may identify potential weed 
risks and management. This is particularly useful for highly invasive and high alert weeds which are 
as yet uncommon in the state. Regulations cover the sale, propagation, eradication and 
prevention of spread by land owners.  

Crown Lands Act 1976 

This will only applies when any development occurs on land managed or leased from Crownland 
Services. This frequently includes riparian (streamside) reserves. All such reserves are deemed to 
be reserved.  All Crownland must fulfil the objectives of the Resource Management and Planning 
System. 

Crown Land regulations 2001 – This applies in those instances where Crownland development may 
occur. Essentially unless an authority is granted under Division 5 (meaning written permission is 
granted), a person must not, in any public reserve – 

(a) take a growing or standing plant; or 

(b) dam up, divert or pollute any water on or under the surface; or 

(c) interfere with, dig up, cut up, collect or remove any sand, gravel, clay, rock, mineral or 
any timber, firewood, humus or other natural substance. 

National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002 

This National Parks and Reserves Management Act would come into play for any development 
occurring within declared protected areas. If the proposed development occurs within a protected 
area it is likely to have a Reserve plan which outlines restrictions and activities which will need to 
be considered individually. This act links closely with the Nature Conservation Act and the 
Crownlands Act. Any activity in a Reserve will require a permit.   

Wellington Park Act 1999 

Wellington Park is set aside as a reserve for the following purposes: 

(a) the provision of recreational and tourism uses and opportunities consistent with the 
purposes specified in paragraphs (b) to (e); 

(b) the preservation or protection of the fauna or flora contained in or on the land; 

(c) the preservation or protection of the natural beauty of the land or of any features of the 
land of natural beauty or scenic interest; 

(d) the preservation or protection of any features of the land being features of historical, 
Aboriginal, archaeological, scientific, architectural or geomorphological interest; 

(e) the protection of the water catchment values of the land. 

The Act is administered by Wellington Park Management Trust. Any development will need to be 
in line with Wellington Park Management Plan and be approved by the Trust.  
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Appendix II: 
 

 

Environment & Heritage Site Description Template 
General 

 This template provides a guide to the minimum requirements of meeting Environmental 

Due Diligence on Environment and Heritage assessment at the design phase; 

 A site description is designed to highlight all the key potential environmental values and 

risks to values;   

 All supporting documents used to complete the Site Description must be included as 

evidence. 
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General information 

Property Tenure  

Land Owner  

Property Address  

PID  

Central coordinates (GDA 95)  

Date  

Prepared by  

Email  

Author’s business name and 
ABN 

 

 

Site Description 

This section must describe:  

 The size of the site;  

 Provide a general description of landforms, slope, aspect, soil type.  

 Vegetation communities and distinguishing natural features such as habitat trees and 

any waterways; 

 Any disturbance and or land degradation evident should also be included in this 

section. 

Maps  A map or series of maps (as required) of the site: Information presented in the map 

must include:  lot and plan location information and the development area. 
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Insert map/s here 
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Reserved Lands  e.g. all Crownlands, National Parks, Conservation Areas, Nature 
Reserve and Private Reserves 

Is the proposed work area located in (or within 50m of) any protected area -  including any 
Crown Land be it National Park, Nature Reserve or Conservation Area; Commonwealth Land 
(Airport, Defence); Private Conservation Reserve; World Heritage Area; RAMSAR Wetland; 
Council bushland reserve or DIER Roadside Conservation Site?  

Evidence  insert Webmap printout or NVA report findings 

. 
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Erosion and sediment control   

Is the work area steeply sloped or highly erodible? Steeply sloped is defined as >20% (1m 
rise in 5m) 

Does the work involve extensive disturbance of the ground? Extensive disturbance is 
defined as a total of more than 500m2 

Are there any potential erosion or sediment control risks associated with the proposed 
work activity (e.g. excavation, trenching, clearing to bare ground)?  

Does the work require soil disturbance within an area that has potential or known Acid 
Sulfate Soils? 

 

Evidence  insert Webmap Printout or geotechnical assessment 
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Aboriginal Heritage   

Are there any known or potential Aboriginal sites in or near the work area? 

For example: 

- Lake foreshores and wetland areas 

- Shorelines and esplanades 

- Sand sheets or bodies, including sand dunes 

- Karst (limestone) areas and where caves are likely 

- Coastal areas 

- Estuaries 

- Declared Ramsar wetland area 

- Silcrete outcrops, spongelite or chert sources. Fine grained material such as chert, 
chalcedony, spongelite and silcrete was highly sought after as these types of highly 
siliceous material produced sharp edges and were easier to flake or ‘knap’. Some 
quarries in Tasmania extend for hundreds of metres along the coast where silcrete 
outcrops are found, for example the silcrete quarry shown below, in Electrona.  

 

Evidence  insert Webmap Printout /location map or AHT desktop assessment 
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European/Colonial Heritage   

Will any known or potential European / colonial heritage sites (eg trees, buildings, walls 
etc) in or near the work area? 

 

Evidence  insert Webmap Printout /location map or Heritage Register search 
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Vegetation   

Will the work involve clearing >100 tonnes, or more than 1 ha of land in any one area?- 
100 tonnes is equivalent to approximately 20 mature trees or 100 small trees- 1 ha is 
10,000 m2 (12m easement x 830m long) 

 

Evidence  insert NVA or LIST map of Tasveg 
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Threatened species or communities records 

Are there any known threatened plants or vegetation communities within 50m of the 
proposed work area? 

Are there any known threatened animals within 50m of the proposed work area? 

 

Evidence  insert Webmap Printout /location map and  the NVA and associated 

information should be inserted here. 

 

Insert map here 
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Water Quality Consideration and Sea level Rise 

 

Does the work involve excavation / boring within 50m of a river, creek, lake, 
watercourse etc? 

Does the work involve installing new oil filled equipment within 50m uphill of a river, 
creek, lake, watercourse etc, or within a flood zone? 

Does the work occur less than 10m above sea level?   

 

Evidence  insert Webmap Printout /location map and LIST 
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Biosecurity 

 

Are there any known plant or animal disease sites eg root rot (Phytopthora cinnamomi) 
within 50m of the proposed work area? 

Are there any known weed sites within 50m of the proposed work area?  

 

Evidence  insert Webmap Printout /location map and/or NVA 

 
  



Environment and Heritage – Design and Construction Standard  

Page 26 of 49 

 

Other consideration 

Are there any other environmental considerations? 

- Impact on visual qualities 

- Contaminated land 

- Noise impact 

- Disposal of hazardous waste 

- Potential for PCB contamination 

- Organic farms, quarantine areas 

- Other 

 

Evidence  insert Webmap Printout /location map or other supporting evidence 
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9 Appendix III: 

Examples of due diligence evidence required
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